44              INTRODUCTORY MATTERS.

had long baffled the attacks of Kureciu), inveigled
the Pizidara to an interview, at which he seized
his person, making a simultaneous attack on his
camp, which was completely plundered.* Ku-
reem's possessions were then quickly recovered;
and, for five years, he was himself detained a
close prisoner in the dungeons of Gwalior. His
durra, in the mean time, was not broken tip,
though reduced to no more than two or three
thousand horse, by the defection of the greater
part of the sirdars of inferior note; who had been
tempted, in the full tide of his success, to unite
their interest with his. The fall of this chief,
however, strengthened the durras of other leaders,
particularly of Cheetoo or Seetoo, a chief under
wh6m the two Rajuns, sons of Burun, held a sub-
ordinate rant, and who had always been the
avowed rival of Kureem, though hitherto the
power of the latter had greatly preponderated*
The party of Dost Mohummed also acquired a
great accession of strength by the ruin of Kureem,
whose durra had now little else than plunder to
subsist upon. The search of this, however* it
prosecuted with considerable success under Ku-
reem's deputies, and especially one Namdar Khan;
who madia Sindheea's territories the principal thea*
tare of his depredations, in revenge for the trea*

* For an account of this, vide Broughton's Mabratta Camp,
This officer was present, and witnessed the whole scene*